[Oral medicine 6. Ulcerations of the oral mucosa].
An ulcer can be defined as a superficial defect of the skin or the mucosa, caused by tissue degeneration, and having little tendency to heal. With a careful review of the medical history and the findings of inspection of the oral cavity, including palpation of the ulcer, the dentist will in many cases be able to determine the diagnosis and also the treatment. There are, however, also ulcerations which require referral to a specialist, most often the oral and maxillofacial surgeon.